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The Story of Chemistry. By James Maxson 
Stillman, late Professor Emeritus of Chemistry, 
Stanford University. With a foreword by 
Stewart W. Young. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co. 

This excellent volume embodies in permanent 
form the numerous themes on the History of 
Chemistry, delivered by the late Prof. Stillman 
to  his classes a t  Stanford University. The 
preparation of the voluminous material for 
publication, in book form, necessitated many 
and frequent references to  original sources, 
when still extant. The subject is well adapted 
alike for those whose scientific knowledge may 
lack profundity, as well as for the professional 
scientist who might not have the available 
time nor the opportunity to refer to manu- 
scripts and records that are still preserved. 

The text commences with the practical chem- 
ical applications of the ancients and continues 
on throughout the scientific developments and 
achievements in chronological order, conclud- 
ing with the subsequent nullification of the 
Phlogiston Theory at the time of Lavoisier. 
Fourteen pages are devoted to an exceptionally 
fine and replete bibliography. 

This volume is concise in its presentation of 
a vast subject and represents a valuable contri- 
bution to the technical literature of the year. 

SIMON MENDELSOHN. 

Pp. 556 + xiii. 

The Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft M. B. 
H., Leipzig, publisher of scientific works and 
well known throughout the universe submits 
the following two books for review: 

Von 
Rose Thesing. Mit einer Einfiihrung von 
Wilhelm Ostwald. Lexicon 362 pp. Cloth. 
Goldmark 10. 

This is volume VII of a series of biographies 
edited by that genius Wilhelm Ostwald en- 
titled “Grosse Manner” (Great Men). The 
ones previously published are: Jacobus Henricus 
van’t Hoff Victor Meyer, Ernst Abbe and 
Emil Rathenau, Grosse Manner, History of 
Sciences and Scientists during two Centuries. 

The volume before us is an autobiography of 
Sir Henry Roscoe, the eminent British chemist 
and pupil of that bright light at the University 
of Heidelberg, Robert Wilhelm Bunsen. Two 
chapters entitled “Old Heidelberg the Finest” 
and “Bunseniana and Heidelberg Friends” are 
devoted to his German university studies and 
experiences. These are illustrated with pic- 
tures of Bunsen, Helmholtz and a group pic- 
ture of Kirchoff, Bunsen and Roscoe, together 
with reproductions of 3 autograph letters from 

Sir Henry Roscoe, Ein Leben der Arbeit. 

Bunsen to  Roscoe. These chapters are full 
of historical facts, the invention of the Bunsen 
burner, the photometer, the spectrum analysis, 
his friendship with the celebrated Heidelberg 
Trio-Bunsen, Helmholtz and Kirchoff, and 
many anecdotes. Among the 13 other chap- 
ters, a total of 15, we want to  point out the 
following: “Owens College,” “Work in the 
University of Manchester,” where Roscoe was 
professor of chemistry, director of the chemical 
laboratory and then dean, “Political Activity,” 
“London University” and “Family Life.” 

It might not be so well known that Roscoe 
was so convinced of the success of German 
University studies that he transplanted that 
system in the British colleges. He was such 
an ardent champion that he transformed the 
educational colleges into research institutions 
similar to German practice. It might further- 
more be unknown that Roscoe was forever 
thankful for the studies and inspiration gained 
at Heidelberg and that, unlike others, continued 
this friendly feeling all during the world war. 
After all true science knows no war! 

The volume is properly entitled “A Life 
Full of Work,” as Sir Henry E. Roscoe’s liter- 
ary works alone are a testimonial, namely: 
Lessons in Elementary Chemistry, Bunsen and 
Roscoe Photochemical Researches and the 9 
volume masterwork Roscoe and Schorlemmer’s 
Treatise on Chemistry. Roscoe’s achieve- 
ments were du?y celebrated by the Golden 
Anniversary of his doctorate on April 22, 1904 
in Whitworth Hall, University of Manchester. 

The book is not only a biography, it is a 
mine of valuable information to the student of 
history, of chemistry and of chemical education. 
Thanks are also due to the progressive pub- 
lishers for the addition of many excellent illus- 
trations. 

von Prof. Dr. 
Herbert Freundlich. Octavo, 157 pp. Gold- 
mark 6. 

This book, just off the press, is written by a 
authority with a world-wide reputation being a 
member of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for 
Physical Chemistry and Electrochemistry in 
Berlin-Dahlem. It is an abridged test of the 
author’s masterwork “Kapillurchemie,” the 
leading authority in colloidal chemistry. 

Grundzuge der Kolloidlehre. 

The book is divided into 2 parts: 
I. The Physical-chemical Foundation of 

Colloid Chemistry, again subdivided into 
Capillary Chemistry, The Rapidity of a New 
Phase and the Brownian Movement. 

11. The Colloid-dispers Systems, subdivided 


